High levels of circulating met-enkephalin in pregnant and menstruating type 1 diabetic women.
Plasma met-enkephalin (MET-ENK) levels are increased in type 1 diabetic women and in pregnant diabetic women in comparison with normal women. Plasma MET-ENK levels further increase in the peripartum period both in diabetic and non-diabetic females, probably due to the analgesic and behavioural properties of the opioid system.